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REGIONAL PROJECT MANAGER UPDATE
by Pam Castens, Senior Project Manager

Our district teams have worked hard to complete the

initial draft state and territory appendices,

integrating all of the great feedback, input and

applied analyses that have come out of our vision

meetings, focus area workshops, and regional

assessments. The Command Center team continues

to work on finalizing a series of technical reports and

tools in addition to Main Report development as the

overall SACS draft product begins to take shape.

While the focus in these next months will be on

report package review and refinement, continued

stakeholder coordination will assist the team in

refining overall recommendations through the report

development process. All districts should be taking

every opportunity to actualize recommendations in

the upcoming weeks and months. We’re looking

forward to a dynamic team effort as we polish up our

draft for concurrent review in October!

National Coastal Resilience Fund

2021 Request For Proposals

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) is

pleased to announce the 2021 National Coastal

Resilience Fund Request for Proposals (RFP). NFWF

will make investments in planning, design, and

restoration of natural and nature-based solutions to

help protect coastal communities from the impacts

of storms, floods, and other natural hazards and

enable them to recover more quickly and enhance

habitats for fish and wildlife.

https://www.nfwf.org/programs/national-
coastal-resilience-fund/regional-coastal-
resilience-assessment
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ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE

The Environmental Team identified 288 priority

environmental areas (PEAs) throughout the SACS study area. PEAs

are a subset of the medium and high risk areas, which were

identified in the SACS Environmental Resources Inundation Risk

Analysis. PEAs support priority biological resources (defined in the

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service SACS Planning Aid Report as federally

listed threatened and endangered species, waterbird nesting

colonies, breeding and wintering shorebirds, or other managed

species) and are considered high priorities for others including state

and federal agencies and non-governmental organizations (for

example, USFWS critical habitats or national wildlife refuges,

Audubon Important Bird Areas, state heritage preserves and wildlife

management areas, areas of national and state environmental

significance, etc.). These areas can be considered by stakeholders

when looking for environmental resources to conserve and/or

manage. Designation as a PEA by USACE does not create a special

legal protection or status of the area and does not change how the

area is regulated under federal and state laws.

PEAs (shown in green) St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands 

A map of risk areas is located on the SACS Environmental Webpage 

https://data-sacs.opendata.arcgis.com/pages/environmental-analysis

View in Google Chrome or Firefox

Salt River Bay, Altona Lagoon, Southgate Coastal Preserve,  Estate 
Great Pond, Krause Lagoon, Sandy Point National Wildlife Refuge

January/February 2021                                                                                                        Vol. 2, No. 1, March 2021

by Kristina May, Environmental Lead  
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Jacksonville District

Ashleigh Fountain

Greetings from the Jacksonville District team! Even though most of us are still in a virtual work environment, that hasn’t

slowed us down one bit. We have completed the finishing touches on our Appendix documents in preparation for the various reviews this

year – including the Public Review this fall! As part of that, we have been circling back with stakeholders on some items. One very

encouraging discussion may result in a Continuing Authorities Program (CAP) Section 14 project. Given that this particular CAP is meant

for Emergency Streambank and Shoreline Protection, and this area is a prime candidate, we are already seeing the value of the SACS in

motion.

Additionally, stakeholder reports are starting to come online, such as the Pinellas County’s Toward a Sustainable and Resilient Pinellas

released December 2020. SACS will continue referencing the great work by others, such as this, as we work towards making our ultimate

study recommendations.

Speaking of leveraging others’ efforts, we just learned of a recent use of the Coastal Hazards System (CHS) data being used for one of

our ongoing CSRM studies. The Miami-Dade Back Bay CSRM study used the CHS data for the Atlantic basin to verify projected water level

assumptions used in plan formulation. A great example of the value of the SACS and its products before we even reach the finish line!

Lastly, and some may say the most heartening, is that we continue to see a rise in resiliency positions and roles across our area of

responsibility. This adaptation happening in workplaces here and, I’m sure, in many other places is just so reassuring to know that

collectively we are actively taking steps in the right direction. Until next time, be well.
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Charleston District

Diane Perkins
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The Charleston District bid farewell to Ryan Clark and welcomed a new PDT member to cover Cultural

Resources. Ms. Andrea Farmer, with the Savannah District is now up to speed on cultural resources in South

Carolina and the Grand Strand and Charleston Metro focus areas! Welcome, Andrea! In January, the PDT

continued to dialogue about actions suggested by stakeholders for each focus area and how they could be

gathered into strategies that can be supported by multiple agencies and organizations. Some of the key action

strategies are tied to Erosion Management and Risk Communication, amongst a variety of others. The PDT

continued to develop focus area examples of how to utilize SACS tools to launch into Tier 3 analysis, and were

able to present them to the Charleston Resilience Network, which included the Plum Island Wastewater

Treatment Plant and the Sol Legare neighborhood. Remaining areas of risk in the state appendix were further

assessed, including affirming the Beaufort area as one of several with substantial remaining risk. Coastal Hazard

System data was received and is also being utilized!
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Savannah District

Jeffrey Schwindaman

The Savannah District Team worked hard to refine

and complete our draft State Appendix for Georgia

and draft Focus Area Action Strategy reports for

Chatham County and Glynn County on 19 Feb 2021.

The District continues to emphasize collaboration

with stakeholders and met on 26 Feb 2021 to identify

and plan specific follow-on engagements based on

the draft report recommendations. This consistent

outreach will continue to connect USACE capabilities

with the needs identified by the SACS and contribute

to the shared vision in Georgia.

The draft State Appendix and Focus Area Action Strategies

(FAAS) have been submitted to the SACS Command Team.

The team continues to work with local stakeholders and

partners to ensure that our recommended strategies are

effective and can be easily implemented. SACS analysis to

date and stakeholder coordination has allowed us to identify

resilience actions that are still needed. We feel that our

team’s recommended partnerships and future projects

creates a comprehensive strategy that addresses these

needs. We sincerely appreciate the continued interest and

coordination from our stakeholders that have provided us

with so many good ideas for future coastal resilience.

Wilmington District

Brennan Dooley
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Meredith Ladart
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Mobile District

Greetings Stakeholders! The Mobile District Team has

completed the draft State Appendices and our five

Focus Area Action Strategies (FAAS). We truly

appreciate all the input our stakeholders have

provided along the way. We provided an update to

our Mississippi Stakeholders on March 4th through

the Environmental Law Institute’s monthly webinars.

We are continuing to work with our stakeholders to

develop implementation strategies for the identified

and needed actions. As always, we appreciate our

stakeholders’ input. Please reach out at anytime for

questions or potential actions. Happy March!
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SAVE the DATE
Quarterly Webinar

Thursday, April 22nd 1:00 – 2:30 PM

Environmental Update

Kristina May, Environmental Lead

Bethney Ward, Biologist

Kat McConnell, Biologist

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5358548396679797775
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